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THE COMMUNICATOR     November, 2017 

 

Ada/Minneapolis United Methodist Community   
Christ’s Ambassadors by Inviting, Sharing, Nurturing and Forgiving 

From the Heart of the Pastor! 
Has church business shifted a little bit from what Jesus intended the church to be?  The Bible is clear 
about the mission of the church!  Here are the words of Jesus to his disciples in Matthew 28:18-20.  
“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  And to his hearers on his first opportunity 
to preach in the synagogue; Jesus had this to say, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  
Luke 4:16-21. 
After the shooting of the Pulse Night Club in Orlando, Florida in June, 2017, the Broadway community 
came together to record the Hal David and Burt Bacharach classic, “What the World Needs Now is 
Love”…to honor the victims and those wounded in the shooting and to aid the surrounding 
community.  It was wonderful to see a community of so many people come together to share the 
message that the world truly needs love because as the song says, “…It’s the only thing that there’s 
just too little of!”  Our world lacks the kind of love the songwriter speaks about:  love that is for 
everyone; love that lasts until the end of time; “love sweet love!”  Love is a funny thing though, 
because sometimes that one word is not enough to describe the feeling we are trying to express.  
Our faith and our progress have never been easy.  Sometimes we stumble, we make mistakes, and 
we get frustrated or discouraged.  We should never give up on loving God and our neighbor!  We 
should learn to love as Jesus Christ has loved us. 
The Church of Jesus the Christ is the hope of the world when it lives its life in all of its unfettered 
glory among many people, nations, tribes and clans.  Caring for the poor and broken.  Befriending the 
hurting and the marginalized.  Naming sin while announcing grace!  Reaching out and welcoming all, 
and I mean ALL kinds of people.  Connecting them with God through faith in Jesus the Christ.  
Nurturing all people to life transformation and mature discipleship.  Sending Christ-followers out into 
the world in mission and to witness.  The Church is in the world for the world in business of life 
transformation.  I personally love the Church and the way God is using it to bring change and 
transformation to individuals, communities and entire cultures.  And indeed I am the church, and you 
too.  All of you who profess Christ as your personal Savior are the church.  Together we can make a 
difference, one person and one community at a time.  Paul summarizes  for us what love is when he 
declares that “Love is patient, love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.  It does 
not insist on its own way, it is not irritable or resentful, it does not rejoice in wrong doing, but 
rejoices in the truth!  It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things.  
Love never ends!  And now faith, hope and love abide. These three, and the greatest of these is 
love!”   
As we begin this Advent Season this year, I encourage you all to participate in a study of your choice 
that enriches you so that we are all informed and effective in the transformation of the world 

Thank you all!         See you in Church!         Pastor Kennedy Mukwindidza 
 



NOVEMBER EVENTS AND 

SCHEDULES 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

7 - Jeff & Tamala Lott 

16 – Dr. Kermit & Kathleen Wedel 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

2 – Justin Abell and Jaylee Abell 

     (Father & Daughter) 

4 – Daryl Stone 

10 – Coby Grimes 

12 – Kermit Shipley 

16 – Lanny Zadina and Daren Sanders 

23 – Lane Sanders 

27 – Mary Ann Tasker 

 

ACOLYTES 

5 – Braede Weatherman and Brinley 

Boyer 

12 – Riley and Ethan Bohl 

19 – Braxton and Gracen Grimes 

26 – Paul and Kaleb Ocker 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGES 

5 – Lance Johnson 
12 - Puppeteers 

19 – Tamala Lott 

26 Dale Parker 

GREETERS 

 5 – Steve and Pat Baccus 

  12 – Krueger Family 

  19 – Kermit & Shirley Shipley 

  26 – Krueger Family 
  

LITURGISTS 

 5 – Lance Johnson 

 12 – Lance Johnson 

 19 – Tamala Lott 

 26 – Tamala Lott 
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NURSERY HELPERS 

 5 - Deb Pounds & Becky McDuffee 

 12 –Angie Darrow & Becky McDuffee 

 19 – Barb Kibler & Becky McDuffee 

 26 – Rosalee Tibbits & Becky 

McDuffee 

  
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES – ADULT 

Adult Sunday School Class meets 

every Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m.  

Following are the lessons that will be 

discussed in November.   

 5 – God’s Conditional Covenant 

 12 – Promise of a New Covenant 

 19 – High Priest of the New 

Covenant 

 26 – God’s True Covenant People 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

  21 – 6:30 p.m. Unit Meeting – Soup 

Supper – World Thank Offering 

 
OUTREACH/FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE… 

Remember to save Auburn Pharmacy lids 

for camp, Missions and cookie walk 

Saturday, December 2 at the John 

Henry Center. 

 

SHOPPING ON LINE AT AMAZON 

Did you know you can help your church 

by shopping at Amazon.  We can earn 

0.5% on qualifying purchases.  The 

following link will take you directly to 

smile.amazon.com to support our church.  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-

0884500 

 

 

 

 

 

 
JESUS: THE GAME CHANGER 

Advent Study 2017! 

Get ready for a mighty Jesus 
encounter; the anointed Messiah 
and Savior who went about 
teaching, preaching, healing and 
deliverance!. 

November 22, 2017 

He changed the life of the 
Samaritan woman and her 
community 

November 29, 2017 

He met Legion at the cemetery and 
changed his location 

December 6, 2017 

He healed ten lepers; only one 

returned to give thanks! 

December 13, 2017 

He touched a man born blind and 
transformed a confused 
community. 

December 20, 2017 

He raised Lazarus from the dead 

and promised our resurrection. 

Weekly schedule: 

6:30 PM Community meal 
Opening remarks 

Praise and worship music 

Study of the day 
Closing music and Prayer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUILT RAFFLE 

Gretchen Cleveland’s name was 

chosen to be the owner of this 

quilt! 
CONGRATULATIONS, GRETCHEN!!!   

 

 
Mary Ann Tasker made the above 

displayed beautiful quilt that was 

machine quilted by Kathryne Perney. 

The drawing was November 8, 2017 

at the Steak Dinner Church Fund 

Raiser 
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REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE – PROCURING AN ARTIFICIAL LIMB FOR MEMORY NEZOMBA: 
BORN JANUARY 6, 2001 

 
Word has been received that Memory Nezomba has not received the artificial leg she 
needs.  Following is the breakdown of what is needed financially to furnish the artificial leg 
for her. 

           Foot - $180.00; Knee Joint - $600.00; Finishing $80.00; POB – $50.00; Labor - $100.00 
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Sunday Monday    Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 
   1 2 3 4 

 

5 
Communion 

6 7  
 

8  Steak Dinner 
 

9 10 11 

12  2nd Sun. 
Dinner.  Svc 
at Good Sams 
LTC  2:45 – 
3:30 p.m. 

13 Shoe 
Box 
Collection 

14  
  

15  6:30 – 8:00 
p 

Community 
Thanksgiving 
Dinner 

16 17 18 

19  3-5 p.m. 
All District 
Charge Conf. 

20  Last 
day for 
Shoe Box 
Collection 

21   6:30 p. 
UMW Soup 
Supper 

22 23  
Thanksgiving 
Day 

24 25 

26 
 
 

27 28 9:30 a.m. 
Pastor’s 
Peer Group 
– Wesley 
Room 

29  
 

30   



 
ON NOVEMBER 12 AT 10:00 a.m. 

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR CHURCH AT 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

418 N. ROCK STREET 
MINNEAPOLIS, KS 

FOLLOWED BY A POT LUCK DINNER AFTER CHURCH SERVICE IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 
DOWNSTAIRS. 

 WHETHER YOU ATTEND CHURCH OR NOT, PLEASE BE OUR GUESTS FOR DINNER TO HONOR YOU 
FOR ALL YOU HAVE DONE FOR OUR COUNTRY!  

GOD BLESS YOU AND HOPE TO SEE YOU ON THE 12th! 
 
 

FILL SHOEBOXES FOR….. 

 

Boxes will be collected from November 13 through 20 

 

 
OCMA COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

Wednesday, November 15  6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

Minneapolis Grade School 

Our church is providing one large Veggie Side for the meal. 

Our youth will be doing the Zaccahaus song.   

(Youth:  Remember to wear your green T-shirts) 
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Noah’s Ark Preschool Report:  Sharon Foust reported that there are some board members who 

have resigned and new ones installed; however, there is not a new president yet.  Some of the 

board members did not attend the Board meeting. Since there is not a president yet,  

it was asked if they had been invited.  An interim president needs to be selected until the new 

president is elected.  With the general consent of ADCO, Chairperson Colette Henderson 

appointed Sharon Foust as the interim president.   

Old Business:  Steve Baccus reported that there are some issues with the Fair Stand that 

need to be corrected.  One is that there needs to be mats installed in front of the counters 

where people stand for long periods of time to prepare food; the new addition on the back of 

the fair stand needs insulated, and the circuit breakers need to be looked at.  Steve talked to 

Cintas about the mats and they said they would donate the mats if they can look at the church to see 

what they can do for supplies for the church that would be paid for by the church.  It was decided 

Cintas will put in towel dispensers, toilet paper dispensers and soap dispensers and come to the church 

once a month to replenish the supplies needed for the same.  Mats will also be provided in the front 

and back church entrances.   

New Business:  Patti Bertrand reported we can earn money for our church by shopping at 

www.smile.amazon.com   Minneapolis, Kansas will not be shown on the website until October 25.  This 

information cannot be put in our monthly newsletter. 

Pastor Kennedy reported we lost a constituent member, Eula Nace whose funeral was held this 

morning, October 11.   

Pastor also advised the Community Thanksgiving Dinner will be at the Grade School on November 

15.  Churches are asked to provide a short presentation and some of the things that could be 

presented by our church are the sign language song the youth presented at Children’s Sabbath, violin 

solo by Alexander Kuder or solo by Braeden Jackson.  One of the events discussed to use will be 

determined.   

The Annual Charge Conference will be held on November 19 in Concordia.  This will be especially 

important for us to attend as Bishop Ruben Saenz, Jr. will be attending this conference. 

  Pastor announced there will be an Advent Bible Study starting on November 22 and will be 

weekly until the week before Christmas. The lessons will be looking at parables and Pastor is working on 

having a meal served at the lessons. 

Sharon Foust was approved as our Certified Lay Servant for the coming year.   

A special ADCO meeting will be held to nominate the new officers.  This meeting date and the 

next monthly ADCO Meeting will be announced at a later date.   

The meeting was closed with prayer given by Pastor Kennedy Mukwindidza. 

 

Respectfully submitted by  

Joan Miles   
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MINNEAPOLIS FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MONTHLY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

October 11, 2017 

 The Administrative Council (“ADCO”) of the First United Methodist Church of Minneapolis 

met for their monthly meeting on Wednesday, October 11, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.  Those in 

attendance were:  Pastor Kennedy Mukwindidza, Dale Henderson, Tamala Lott, Lance Johnson, 

Patti Bertrand, Steve Baccus, Colette Henderson, Deb Nichols, Tammy Krueger, Rosalee 

Tibbits, Blythe Atwell, Barb Kibler, Pat Baccus, Paula Baccus, Sharon Foust and Joan Miles. 

 Pastor Mukwindidza opened the meeting with prayer. 

Minutes:  The October minutes had two corrections and were then approved as amended.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Patti Bertrand reported that as things stand right now, the church 

account has $60,000 in funds.  Colette Henderson reported that Mildred Moorman’s family 

donated $5,000 to the church for the general fund; however, it was deposited into the 

Memorial Fund.  ADCO approved moving $1,500 of the $5,000 to the general fund to replace 

furnace expenditures, and the balance credited to the Trustee’s account.   

Financial Committee Report: The Finance Committee presented the 2018 proposed budget for 

approval and inclusion in the 2018 Charge Conference Report.  Budget was approved by ADCO. 

Trustees Report:  Lance Johnson and Joan Miles reported an ongoing problem with the church 

phone system.  Suggestion was made to contact parishioner Corey Bohl before purchasing any 

other phones.  Nothing additional from Trustees. 

PPR Committee Report:  Chairperson Tamala Lott reported the PPR Committee met on 

Wednesday, September 20, 2017 to discuss the Pastor’s salary.  Also, in the Administrative 

Assistant’s absence from work, volunteers will continue to be used to fill in. 

Outreach/Fellowship Committee Report:  Deb Nichols reported the Outreach Committee fed the 

FCA group which consisted of approximately 70 people on October 4, 2017.  There was a large 

contingent of workers, including Pastor Kennedy representing our church and interacting with 

the youth in attendance.  It was pointed out that it was good to have Pastor Mukwindidza at 

the FCA event.  His presence could touch many of the children who will then recognize and 

speak to him in public.  January 24 is the next date our church will host feeding the FCA 

group. 

Missions Committee Report:  The Missions Committee reported that a Silent Auction is being 

held at our church at this very moment, and the last day will be Sunday, October 15.  A 

cookie walk is coming up. 

Worship Committee Report:  Colette Henderson reported Children’s Sabbath was on October 8 

and was very well received.  The next events will be Advent and Christmas. 

UMW Report:  Sunday, October 15, is Laity Sunday.  Paula Baccus and Pam Feldt from the 

UMW group will give a presentation during the church service about Laity Sunday.  Wednesday, 

October 18, the General Conference will meet at our church for their Meeting at which the 

UMW will service snacks and coffee prior to the meeting, and a light lunch after the meeting.   
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YOUTH BOWLING PARTY 

Fourteen youth and nine adults enjoyed an afternoon of bowling, ice cream cones 

and fellowship recently.  It was a great way to make lasting memories! 

 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION 

 
 

The Ministerial Association is asking the churches of Ottawa County to 
help fill the food boxes that are given to those in need. Our church has 
been asked to collect boxes or bags of cereal.  The cereal will then be 
accumulated at our church to deliver to the Catholic Church by noon on 
Monday, December 4.  
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Proposed Budget 

Minneapolis First United Methodist Church 

2018 

All the bills that are paid support the vision and mission of our church.  What follows is an approximation of how 

our church puts those budget dollars to work!  

Worship:   

Worship is central to our congregation’s work.  From youth involvement to special services, the worship 

committee strives to make each Sunday service meaningful. Pulpit supply when our pastor is on vacation, 

flowers and palms for special services, replacement candles and wicks and additional seasonal decorations and 

banners for the sanctuary aid in reaching our goal.  Some of the areas we wish to enhance for 2018 include an 

art Sunday, continued youth involvement in weekly services, new music for the hand bell choir, and obtaining 

additional pianists, organists and song leaders.  Some of these areas need funding where others simply need 

volunteers. 

The Trustee Committee is charged with keeping the three properties (church, parsonage, Fair Stand) in good 

order so that we may perform the work that God is calling us to do.  Our worship space, rooms for meetings, 

our offices that provide room for performing the administrative framework that supports our various 

ministries are cared for in this resource area.  In addition to minor repairs and upkeep, we plan to update the 

Fair Stand; add outlets for camera and internet booster for Education wing; and obtain and implement 

service contracts for all HVAC units at the church and parsonage. 

$110,090.84 

Education: 

This year we have several teachers working with our Sunday school children.  The adult class curriculum is 

from Cokesbury and includes current events with the teachings of the bible. The youngsters are using a bible 

based curriculum written by longtime home school teacher Mary Baker.  

Our youth are involved in all aspects of church life from helping with worship services to working the food 

booth at the county fair and helping with the annual church fried chicken dinner. There is no part of our 

church where the youth are not integral participants! 

$10,000.00 

Outreach:   

The Fellowship/Outreach Committee helps foster congregational care.  We encourage fellowship through food 

by coordinating Snack and Chat (refreshments pre-post Worship Service), Second Sunday Dinners and 

Milestone Birthday celebrations.  This Committee recognizes mother and fathers on their special holidays and 

all graduates in May.  We are in our second year of organizing and serving evening meals to the Minneapolis 

Junior Senior High School FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes) group.  We are proud of this 

accomplishment and look forward to serving our youth during the 2017-2018 school year.  Newsworthy 

accomplishments about active church members, printed in the Minneapolis Messenger newspaper, are cut out 

and displayed on the church bulletin board.  In addition, the Committee coordinates meals for members of the 

congregation who have recently had a surgery or a birth within their immediate family. 

This Committee is developing a Crock Pot and Meal giveaway to families in need in our community.  We are 

looking forward to seeing how many families we can reach with this program.   

Also in the planning stages is a summer lunch program to serve the youth of our community. 

An ongoing goal of this Committee is to develop a group of church members who are passionate about visiting 

ill and/or homebound church members.  The Committee is encouraging members to travel with Pastor to 

serve communion outside the walls of the church.  We are seeking ways to involve our church members in 

Worship Services held at Minneapolis Good Samaritan Society and the Long Term Care unit at the Ottawa 

County Health Center. 

$3,600.00 

Missions:  

Our congregation’s work extends far beyond our own community.  We provide resources that enable mission 

within our neighborhoods, state, nation, and the world.  This past year we hosted a Ties & Tiaras Dance for 

4th graders & younger in the community, we had a silent auction in the spring and are in the process of having 
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another one, we sold flower bulbs, we served grilled hot dogs & hamburgers and embraced a camping theme 

at our Second Sunday Dinner, we will be hosting another Cookie Walk between Thanksgiving & Christmas.  

The kids have been participating in money making projects as well.  We were able to fully fund scholarships 

for eight kids go to Camp Horizon this year and are hoping for more next year.   

$9,300.00 

Apportionments (M&Ms):   

Ministry and Mission Funds are used to support the work of the Great Plains Conference.  Every church in 

the conference is asked to tithe 10% of their operating budget to fund the Conference Apportionments.  The 

total Great Plains Conference Budget for 2018 is $15,242,429.  This giving supports over 200 ministries and 

programs that stretch from our local communities to all over our world and everywhere in between! Our 

Conference, with the faithful support of our congregation, maintains a strong ministry of seeking justice and 

equality for all of God’s people through a range of ministries that alleviate suffering and address essential 

human needs.  

$13,533.00 

And….? 

How many other missions are we dedicated to?  Unfortunately, in the interest of brevity, they are not all listed.  

Just imagine the impact that this small congregation is having on others with the missions we have not listed 

and those described above.  During the year, Pastor Kennedy will be talking about all of the things that we are 

doing to change lives. 

Summary: 

Our proposed 2018 budget to support our missions and help change lives is $146,523.84.  The Administrative 

Council will approve the final budget at the Annual Charge Conference in November.  Copies of the final line 

item budget will be available in the church office at that time. 

Small print: 

No public accountant was used to apply the activity specific and proportional operational cost to each of our 

activities.  This is our best estimate of how the prorated share of our operational costs could be applied to our 

missions. 

Calculations for the 2018 Proposed Budget and Allocations 

Proposed Budget for 2018 

2017 Budget    $127,047.00 + Apportionments of $13,871.00 ($140,918.00) 

2018 Apportionments       13,533.00 

Mission Adjustments       +4,097.26 

Utility Adjustments           -460.00 

Salary and Benefit Adjustments      +2,306.58   

     $146,523.84 – Apportionments of $13,533.00 ($132,990.84) 

Allocation: 

Worship   74% 

Education      7% 

Outreach     2% 

Missions     6% 

Apportionments   10%  + 1% of 2017 Operating Income 

    100%                 
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